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summarization of the results of research showing the classification and distribution 
of the fossil-bearing rocks. Each of the formations from Cambrian to Pleistocene, 
is discussed in turn as to the distribution of the rocks, their extent in the several 
continents and oceans, and most of the chapters conclude with summaries or com- 
ments. The six maps show the distribution of land and sea in Silurian, Devonian, 
Carboniferous, Triassic, Cretaceous and Early Tertiary times. 

Kleine illustrierte Geschichte des Vesuvs unter besonderer 
Beriicksichtigung seiner Tatigkeit in den letzten zehn Jahren. 
Von O. Foerster. 100 pp., Illustrations and Map. Verlag Otto Foerster, 
Neapel, 1908. 20 pf. 

A carefully condensed account of the history of the eruptions of Vesuvius to 
and including its last great outburst in 1906. Six of the pictures are reproduced 
from the Lembo Collection, showing the appearance of. the volcano, according to the 
artists of the time, in the eruptions of the years 79, 203, 1631, 1779, 1850 and 1858 
A.D. A large number of photographs show the volcano, its lava flows, and the 
destruction wrought in eruption from 1872 to 1906. A table of the heights of the 
mountain from 1749 shows that the greatest measured height was 1335 meters in 
1901 and in 1906 before the outburst of that year, and the lowest heights were 1070 
meters in 1752 and 1794, and 1064 meters in 1822. The height after the eruption 
of 1906 was 1103 meters, measured from the lowest point of the crater lip on the 
east side. 

Canada et Canadiens. By Dr. Adrien Loir, Prof, in the Faculty of 
Medicine of Montreal. 372 pp. E. Guilmoto, Paris, 1908. 

The title of this interesting little volume should read "The Canadians and 
Canada," for it is the people and not the country that occupy the bulk of the text. 
That text is written in plain, terse and solid French, with few attempts at orna- 
mentation, and it shows how very well the French language reads when used in 
a plain, unostentatious manner, but with a thorough knowledge of French grammar 
and syntax. The book embraces the British possessions from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific and from the boundary line of the United States almost to the Arctic 
Circle. More attention is paid to descriptions of nature in the Western than in 
the Eastern provinces, the former being much less known in France, than Lower 
Canada or the former French colony. There are few statistics, and what is said 
of the natural products of the country may be found in almost any reasonably 
detailed geographical handbook embracing North America. While treating of the 
inhabitants, Dr. Loir naturally dwells on the climate as a physician who has to do 
with some of the diseases peculiar to the country. These notes, while brief, are far 
from unimportant in a geographical sense, for Dr. Loir stands well in his pro- 
fession and investigates questions of hygiene and pathological matters wth the 
trained mind of the European physician who is not merely a specialist. Many of 
his observations on such subjects are presented in the form of authentic episodes 
and personal incidents which render them more palatable. Illustrations there are 
none. 

The French Canadians naturally claim Dr. Loir's chief attention, the English 
being not infrequently mentioned, chiefly when governmental and administrative 
matters come into play. The author is naturally desirous of strengthening the 
bond of relationship of the Canadian French with their mother-country. He 
treats the subject with great impartiality. He gives full credit to England for its 
fair and liberal treatment of the French people of Canada in modern times and 



